Bible interpretation

A discipleship training to equip
Christians for works of service,
so that the Body of Christ may
be built up (Ephesians 4:11-16)
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Theme: Correctly interpreting God’s Word
Day 1

44

“Woe to you, because you are like unmarked graves,
which people walk over without knowing it.”
45
One of the experts in the law answered him, “Teacher,
when you say these things, you insult us also.”
46
Jesus replied, “And you experts in the law, woe to you,
because you load people down with burdens they can
hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger to
help them.
47
“Woe to you, because you build tombs for the prophets,
and it was your ancestors who killed them. 48 So you
testify that you approve of what your ancestors did; they
killed the prophets, and you build their tombs. 49 Because
of this, God in his wisdom said, ‘I will send them prophets
and apostles, some of whom they will kill and others they
will persecute.’ 50 Therefore this generation will be held
responsible for the blood of all the prophets that has been
shed since the beginning of the world, 51 from the blood of
Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed between
the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, this generation
will be held responsible for it all.
52
“Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken
away the key to knowledge. You yourselves have not
entered, and you have hindered those who were entering.”

Matthew 22:23-33
Whoever does not know the Bible errs

23

That same day the Sadducees, who say there is no
resurrection, came to him with a question. 24 “Teacher,”
they said, “Moses told us that if a man dies without
having children, his brother must marry the widow and
raise up offspring for him. 25 Now there were seven
brothers among us. The first one married and died, and
since he had no children, he left his wife to his brother.
26
The same thing happened to the second and third
brother, right on down to the seventh. 27 Finally, the
woman died. 28 Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife
will she be of the seven, since all of them were married to
her?”
29
Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know
the Scriptures or the power of God. 30 At the resurrection
people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they
will be like the angels in heaven. 31 But about the
resurrection of the dead—have you not read what God
said to you, 32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the
dead but of the living.”
33
When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at his
teaching.
Day 2

Day 3

Luke 11:37-52
Whoever changes the Bible into human laws
will be judged

1

The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who
had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus 2 and saw
some of his disciples eating food with hands that were
defiled, that is, unwashed. 3 (The Pharisees and all the Jews
do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial
washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. 4 When
they come from the marketplace they do not eat unless
they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such
as the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.)
5
So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus,
“Why don’t your disciples live according to the tradition
of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled
hands?”

37

When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited
him to eat with him; so he went in and reclined at the
table. 38 But the Pharisee was surprised when he noticed
that Jesus did not first wash before the meal.
39
Then the Lord said to him, “Now then, you Pharisees
clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are
full of greed and wickedness. 40 You foolish people! Did
not the one who made the outside make the inside also?
41
But now as for what is inside you—be generous to the
poor, and everything will be clean for you.
42
“Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of
your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but
you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have
practiced the latter without leaving the former undone.
43
“Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most
important seats in the synagogues and respectful greetings
in the marketplaces.
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Mark 7:1-9.
Whoever nullifies the Bible by human
traditions, worships God in vain

1
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6

He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about
you hypocrites; as it is written:
“‘These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me.
7
They worship me in vain;
their teachings are merely human rules.’
8
You have let go of the commands of God and are
holding on to human traditions.”
9
And he continued, “You have a fine way of setting aside
the commands of God in order to observe your own
traditions!
Day 4

Day 6BS 2 Timothy 2:9-19
Correctly handle (interpret) the Bible1
9

for which I am suffering even to the point of being
chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained.
10
Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect,
that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ
Jesus, with eternal glory.
11
Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died with him,
we will also live with him;
12
if we endure, we will also reign with him.
If we disown him, he will also disown us;
13
if we are faithless, he remains faithful,
for he cannot disown himself.
14
Keep reminding God’s people of these things. Warn
them before God against quarreling about words; it is of
no value, and only ruins those who listen. 15 Do your best
to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles
the word of truth. 16 Avoid godless chatter, because those
who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly.
17
Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them
are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 who have departed from
the truth. They say that the resurrection has already taken
place, and they destroy the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless,
God’s solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this
inscription: “The Lord knows those who are his,” and,
“Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn
away from wickedness.”

1 Corinthians 4:6-7
Do not go beyond anything written in the
Bible

6

Now, brothers and sisters, I have applied these things to
myself and Apollos for your benefit, so that you may learn
from us the meaning of the saying, “Do not go beyond
what is written.” Then you will not be puffed up in being
a follower of one of us over against the other. 7 For who
makes you different from anyone else? What do you have
that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do
you boast as though you did not?
Day 5

2 Corinthians 4:1-6
Do not distort the Bible

1

Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this
ministry, we do not lose heart. 2 Rather, we have
renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use
deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the
contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend
ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God.
3
And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who
are perishing. 4 The god of this age has blinded the minds
of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the
gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image
of God. 5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus
Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’
sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the
light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face
of Christ.
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Day 7

Titus 1:9-16
Hold firmly to the message of the Bible in
accordance with sound doctrine

9

He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has
been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound
doctrine and refute those who oppose it.
10
For there are many rebellious people, full of meaningless
talk and deception, especially those of the circumcision
group. 11 They must be silenced, because they are
disrupting whole households by teaching things they
ought not to teach—and that for the sake of dishonest
gain. 12 One of Crete’s own prophets has said it: “Cretans
are always liars, evil brutes, lazy gluttons.” 13 This saying is
true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, so that they will be
sound in the faith 14 and will pay no attention to Jewish
myths or to the merely human commands of those who
reject the truth. 15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to
those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is
pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are
corrupted. 16 They claim to know God, but by their
actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient
and unfit for doing anything good.

2

Quiet time - NIV - 36

Day 8

Revelation 22:10-19
Do not add or take away anything from the
Bible

Day 9

10

Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the
prophecy of this scroll, because the time is near. 11 Let the
one who does wrong continue to do wrong; let the vile
person continue to be vile; let the one who does right
continue to do right; and let the holy person continue to
be holy.”
12
“Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I
will give to each person according to what they have done.
13
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,
the Beginning and the End.
14
“Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may
have the right to the tree of life and may go through the
gates into the city. 15 Outside are the dogs, those who
practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers,
the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices
falsehood.
16
“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony
for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of
David, and the bright Morning Star.”
17
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one
who hears say, “Come!” Let the one who is thirsty come;
and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water
of life.
18
I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of
this scroll: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add
to that person the plagues described in this scroll. 19 And if
anyone takes words away from this scroll of prophecy,
God will take away from that person any share in the tree
of life and in the Holy City, which are described in this
scroll.
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Galatians 1:6-9
Whoever preaches another ‘gospel’ will be
cursed

6

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one
who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are
turning to a different gospel— 7 which is really no gospel
at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into
confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ.
8
But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a
gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be
under God’s curse! 9 As we have already said, so now I say
again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than
what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse!
Day 10 1 Thessalonians 2:13-16
Whoever proclaims God’s Word should
expect opposition
13

And we also thank God continually because, when you
received the word of God, which you heard from us, you
accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the
word of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe.
14
For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of God’s
churches in Judea, which are in Christ Jesus: You suffered
from your own people the same things those churches
suffered from the Jews 15 who killed the Lord Jesus and the
prophets and also drove us out. They displease God and
are hostile to everyone 16 in their effort to keep us from
speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. In this
way they always heap up their sins to the limit. The wrath
of God has come upon them at last.
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